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United Potato Growers of America thanks growers for 
 keeping 2009 acreage under control    

SALT LAKE CITY JULY 22, 2009 — In its July board of directors meeting, United Potato 

Growers of America announced that both fall and annual potato acreage is virtually 

unchanged from last year. This assessment is based upon data from the United States 

Department of Agriculture as well as the direct counting done by United chapters in 

California, Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, Washington and Wisconsin.  

“United is pleased that growers heeded the call to plant for expected demand rather than 

basing their decisions on what the price was for potatoes several months ago,” said Lee 

Frankel, United president and chief executive officer. “United appreciates the strong efforts of 

the United co-op leaders and members to communicate to growers throughout the country 

about appropriate planting levels.”  

Frankel and the board of directors believe that current acreage levels provide potato growers 

in most areas an opportunity to achieve another year of profitability. Cautions Frankel, “It is 

still too early to know how the current fall crop will mature and produce. Growers should be 

aware that the work for the marketing of this crop is just beginning.”  

United advises growers to actively manage the flow to the market to ensure sustainable 

profitability. United members should stay involved with United for updated fall crop reports so 

they can understand how growing conditions may produce more potatoes in total or more of 

a particular size profile or fewer potatoes than expected with each situation requiring more 

active, strategic crop management. 
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Based on preliminary Nielsen data provided by the Perishables Group, the volume of fresh 

potatoes through traditional retail outlets -

 
excluding club stores, Walmart and convenience 

and small stores -

 
has increased in April and May of 2009 compared to last year. “This 

uptick in retail activity is another potential indicator that supply and demand have a good 

potential to be in balance at levels fair for consumers, retailers and growers,” said Frankel.  

Beginning in the fall of 2008 United and its member co-ops conducted communication and 

education campaigns to inform potato growers of its acreage recommendations for the 2009 

crop. A critical portion of the efforts were conducted at the United Potato Partners seminars 

that are held each year in major potato growing areas.    

About United Potato Growers of America 
United Potato Growers of America was formed in March 2005 by growers to focus on managing 
national potato supply so as to positively affect grower profitability. Through UPGA membership, 
growers are empowered to better understand and act upon demand for their product.    

At this time, UPGA members are in Alaska, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Minnesota, 
Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, Washington and 
Wisconsin. United Potato Growers of Canada was formed in February of 2006 and has a data sharing 
arrangement with UPGA. Additionally, UPGA has an alliance with its sister organization, Potato 
Marketing Association of North America, a bargaining association that represents process growers. 
UPGA was created under the provisions of the Capper-Volstead Act that was enacted in 1922 by 
Congress to allow growers to work collectively to market their products. UPGA’s vision is to provide a 
consistent supply of high quality potatoes at a reasonable price for everyone including the consumer. 
Call UPGA’s national office at 801-517-9000 or visit www.unitedpotatousa.com to learn more.     
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