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Supply and Demand Committee  
Meeting Summary 

The UPGA Supply and Demand Committee held its 
monthly meeting on January 4, 2022, in Anaheim, 
California in conjunction with the Potato Business 
Summit and Potato Expo.  

The Committee reviewed January 1 potato stocks 
for co-op areas as well as other information and 
revised its shipping forecast where needed. It also 
reviewed the outlook for 2022 potato production.  

Click here to watch the 2022 presentations 
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Idaho was the only member co-op reporting the need to 
adjust its shipping forecast this month. Nevertheless, we 
reviewed the situation in the other growing areas, some 
of which could lead to future adjustments. 
 
US fresh-potato shipments for the 2021-22 marketing 
year are forecast at 85.259 million cwt, 329,000 cwt 
less than the December forecast, and 4.191 million cwt 
short of 2020-21 marketing season shipments. The 
Committee expects imports from Canada to reach 
6.600 million cwt for the 2021-22 marketing year.  
 
Idaho: The State had 32.768 million cwt of potatoes left 
in storage on January 1. Shipments from the 2021 crop, 
prior to January 1, totaled 11.963 million cwt, which is 
the state’s smallest early-season shipments since 2010. 
During the past five years Idaho packers have shipped 
an average of 70.4% of reported January 1 potato stocks 
after that date. It is important to distinguish that 
number from the packing shed packout rate – the 
shipments include spillover potatoes from the 
processing sector, which can be substantial in some 
years. This year, frozen processors have purchased a 
substantial volume of open market fresh potatoes for 
processing use. The Idaho delegation is estimating that 
packers will ship 65% of January stocks through fresh 
market channels, putting crop-year shipments at 33.262 
million cwt. Idaho’s December fresh potato shipments 
totaled 2.676 million cwt, down 14.1% from year-earlier 
movement. Forecast shipments for the remainder of the 
season are projecting down 7.0% from last year.   
 
San Luis Valley: The Valley had 13.823 million cwt of 
potatoes in storage on January 1, 877,000 cwt short of 
year-earlier holdings, a 6.0% decline. Through December 
31 the Valley had shipped 4.745 million cwt. UPGC’s 
Supply and Demand Committee is forecasting 2021-crop 
fresh potato shipments at 13,500 million cwt, short of 
year-earlier movement by 584,000 cwt, a 4.1% 
reduction. At the average shipping rate of the last five 
years, shipments would reach 13.529 million cwt. 
Growers are indicating that the quality of storage 
potatoes is good this year.  
 

Columbia Basin: The Basin has shipped 3.073 million 
cwt of potatoes through January 1, down 22.4% from 
last year. December shipments fell 24.6% short of last 
year’s pace.  The forecast of crop-year shipments from 
the Basin was left unchanged at 6.000 million cwt. The 
difference between this outlook and the marketing year 
forecast is related to production of early potatoes in 
2022. Shipments are expected to fall 1.584 million cwt 
short of movement during the 2021-22 marketing 
season.   
 
Wisconsin: The State’s co-op reports that packers had 
3.883 million cwt of potatoes left in storage on January 
1, 232,000 cwt more than year-earlier stocks. Season-to-
date shipments have exceeded the 2020-21 pace by 
211,000 cwt. The forecast of Wisconsin’s crop-year 
shipments remains at 6.300 million for the crop-year. 
The State’s December shipments exceeded last year's 
pace by 26.2%.  
 
Red River Valley: The Valley had 1.896 million cwt of 
potatoes left in storage on January 1, exceeding last 
year’s inventory by 66,000 cwt. It is the region’s second-
lowest inventory since 2006. Shipments through 
December 31 fell 246,000 cwt short of year-earlier 
movement. The forecast of 2021-crop shipments was 
left unchanged at 2.900 million cwt.  
 
Kern County: At 120,000 cwt, December shipments fell 
21,000 cwt or 15.1% short of year-earlier movement. 
The forecast of Kern County’s crop-year shipments 
remains at 3.200 million cwt. Kern County is just starting 
to plant its spring potato crop, much of which will be 
shipped during the current marketing season. The 
forecast of 2022 shipments from Kern County was 
reduced by 300,000 cwt because it appears that 
production of specialty potatoes has plateaued.  
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Other areas: All other growing areas are expected to 
ship a total of 19.882 million cwt of potatoes during the 
marketing year, 49,000 cwt more than the previous 
forecast for these areas and 124,000 cwt more than 
they shipped a year ago. The difference is because of a 
24,000-cwt end-of-season adjustment to California’s 
Stockton-Delta region and a 25,000-cwt increase in Long 
Island’s expected shipments. Though we made no other 
adjustments, several other areas could see adjustments 
in the future. Maine’s shipments are lagging significantly 
behind the seasonal shipping pace despite a bumper 
2021 crop.  
 
Canada: Imports from Canada were left unchanged at 
6.600 million cwt for the year ending July 31. November 
import data and January 1 stocks data were not 
available in time for this month’s Committee meeting. 
However, imports might be limited by trade restrictions 
on PEI fresh potatoes due to Potato Wart. Record yields 
in PEI, New Brunswick, Quebec, and Ontario have left 
Canada with the largest supply of fresh potatoes on 
record. Some fresh potatoes are likely to be diverted to 
processing use to fill supply gaps in that sector.  
 

2022 Outlook: The Committee also reviewed the 
outlook for 2022 potato planting. The table below 
shows changes in prices for competing crops, relative to 
year-earlier pricing. While the data are preliminary, an 
acreage response model based on changes in relative 
prices for Idaho potatoes and wheat suggests that US 
potato acreage could decline by 1%-2% in 2022. 
However, when comparing this year’s relative strength 
index with similar historical data it would suggest a 
modest increase in potato acreage. It is important to 
note that the percentage increase in the Idaho GRI this 
year is much larger than the GRI increases in other 
areas. Several other factors, including contract volumes, 
skyrocketing production costs, and profitability will 
affect planted acreage. Potato prices are much stronger 
than they were a year ago, but so are prices for 
competing crops. Processors are likely to contract for 
more potatoes in 2022 in an effort to avoid a repeat of 
this year’s shortfall. There is also a risk that processors 
could overreact to 2021-crop market conditions, causing 
some contract potatoes to be diverted into the fresh 
market.      
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AZterknot Fungicide Creates Real Results for Potato Growers 

Potato growers who used AZterknotTM fungicide in its first season saw first-hand how the plant health benefits of 
Reynoutria extract (biofungicide), the disease-fighting power of azoxystrobin and the Allosperse delivery system for 
ease of use and handling made a difference in their operation. 
 
Todd Searle, Agronomy Manager at JK Farms remarked, “AZterknot may really have something unique! After treating 1 
field with AZterknot and Averland® FC, I noticed a visual difference between it and the 3 fields treated at the same time 
with Priaxor® and Agri-Mek®.  The field treated with AZterknot stayed greener, looker healthier, and showed signs of 
less disease.  After harvest we compared yields as well and the field treated with AZterknot out yielded 2 of the 3 fields 
in the comparison group.  It works and may have a great fit.” 

Priaxor + Agri-Mek on the left vs AZterknot 

+ Averland FC on the right. The AZterknot-

treated field stayed greener, had less 

disease and out-yielded the comparison 

fields. 

Why choose AZterknot fungicide? 

• AZterknot harnesses the power of both chemical and biological actives 

• A smart resistance management tool – contains Groups 11 and P5 

• AZterknot provides disease control, plant health benefits and yield enhancement activity 

• Flexible application options – through chemigation or mixed with foliar feeds 

• Biological activity increases yield and quality better than chemistry alone 
 
For more information, including the AZterknot fungicide label, click here.  

Allosperse, AZterknot and Averland are trademarks of Vive Crop Protection. Agri-Mek® is a trademark of Syngenta. Priaxor® is a trademark of BASF.  
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